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Introduction 



Many living in the United States assume English is the official language of the 
country, but it is not even though it is a majority of U. S. citizens speak English as 
their first or second language and it is the language of our laws, constitution, and 
government. The framers of the Constitution deliberately eliminated any mention 
of language or any wording that gives English preference over other languages. The 
view of those crafting our constitution was that new immigrants would learn the 
language in order to assimilate. That is the view many today as well. 

The controversy over establishing English as the one official language of the 
country, however, is not a new one. This issue has surfaced at various times 
throughout our history with the arguments for and against remaining the same 
with little variation. Much of the controversy surrounds the question of whether 
language serves as a unifying factor; can his country be unified by enforcing the use 
of English over other languages or is it divisive by threatening the constitutional 
rights of a segment of the population who ao not speak English or speak English in 
addition to another language. Arguments motivated by immigration, a rapidly 
increasing Hispanic population, and the lack of outright success of bilingual 
education programs have been at the forefront of the controversy. The most recent 
resurgence of the issue began in 1981 with the introduction of legislation by the late 
Senator S.I. Hayakawa. His legislation, advocating an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution declaring English the official language of the country, was not passed. 
Following this defeat, an active campaign to get this legislation passed at both 



federal and state levels has been waged by U.S. English, an organization founded by 
Hayakawa and others. On the other side of the debate is the English Plus 
Information Clearinghouse (EPIC) established in 1983 as a division of the National 
Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Forum. EPIC opposes official-language 
legislation but favors strong English language proficiency plus mastery of a second 
or even multiple languages. 

This bibliography, partially annotated, includes over one thousand items of 
information published in various formats and arenas including books, journal, 
magazine & newspaper articles, government documents, ERIC documents, 
unpublished papers and media. It is arranged alphabetically within each category 
type. Complete bibliographic information is provided for each entry with the 
exception of some unpublished works and media. 

Grants from the Arizona State University West Scholarship, Research & Creative 
Activity fund were instrumental in the compilation of this bibliography. The 
compiler also gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the staff of U.S. English and 
the English Plus Information Clearinghouse in accessing the papers and files housed 
in their collections. 
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Ai& English language amendments in the national interest? (1986). Claremont, CA: Tomas 
Rivera Center. 



Bailey, R.W. (1983). Education and the law: the King case in Ann Arbor. In J. Chambers, Jr. 
(Ed.) , Black English: educational eguity and the law (pp. 1-28) . 



Baldwin, E.F. (1988). Linguistics and ideology in the "English-only" movement. Dissertation 
Abstracts International . 42.1988A. (University Microfilms No. DA881 5265). 



Baron, D. (1990). The English-only guestion: an official language for Americans? New Haven, 
CT: Yale University Press. 



Beer, W.R. & Jacob, J.E. (Eds.). (1985). Lan guage policy and national unity . Totowa, N.J.: 
Rowman & Allanheld Publishers. 



Calderon, J. (1989). How the English only initiative passed in California. In Estudios Chicanos 
and the Politics of Community: Selected Proceedings (pp. 132-143). Oakland: National 
Association for Chicano Studies. 



Cheshire, J. (Ed.). (1991). English around the world: sociolinguistic perspectives . Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 



Combs, M.C. &Trasvina, J. (1986). Legal implications of the English language amendment. In 
English only movement: an agenda for discrimination (pp. 24-31). Washington, DC: League of 
United Latin American Citizens. 



Connor, W. (Ed.). (1985). Mexican-Americans in co m parative perspective . Washington DC: 
Urban Institute Press. 
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I. Books 



Crawford, J. (1992). Hold your tongue: bilingualism and the politics of "English only" . New York: 
Addison-Wesley Publishing Co. 



Daniels, H.A. (Ed.). (1989). Not only English: affirming America's multilingual heritage . Urbana: 
National Council of Teachers of English. 



De La Garza, R.O. & Trujillo, A. (1991). Latinos and the official English debate in the United 
States: language is not the issue. In Language and the state: the law and politics of identity: 
proceedings of the second National Conference on Constitutional Affairs (pp. 209-226). 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: Les Editons Yvon Blais Inc. 



English Plus: legislative packet for municipal/county officials. (1989). Washington DC: NALEO 
Education Fund. 



Estrada, L.F. (n.d.). California's non - English speakers . Claremont, CA: Tomas Rivera Center. 



Ferguson, C. A. & Heath, S.B. (1980). Language in the USA . Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 



Fishman, J. A. (1966). Language Loyalty in the United States . London: Mouton & Co. 



Fishman, J. A., Cooper, R. L, & Conrad, A. W. (Eds.). (1977). The Spread of English: the 
sociology of English as an additional language . Rowley, MA: Newbury House Publishers, Inc. 



Fishman, J.A. ( Ed.). (1990). Perspectives on Officia l En glish: the campaign for English as the 
official language of the USA . Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 
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I. Books 



Gallegos, B. (Ed.). (1994). English: our official language? (Reference Shelf, v. 66, no. 2). New 
York: H.W. Wilson Co. 

Edited collection of excerpts from books, pamphlets along with newspaper or journal 
articles on the question of legislating English as the official language of the U.S. Focus is 
on the historical, political & legal impacts, social, cultural & economic implications, 
education & official English and an introductory section, English Only vs. English Plus, 
which outlines the official positions on both sides of the controversy. 



Graham, H.D. (1990). American liberalism and language policy: should liberals s upport official 
English? (U.S. English Discussion Paper). Washington DC: U.S. English. 



Grosjean, F. (1982). Life with two la ngua ges: an introduction to bilingualism . Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 



Hakuta, K. (1986). Mirror of language: the debate on bilingualism . New York: Basic Books. 



Harlan, J. (1991). Bilingualism in the United States . New York: Franklin Watts. 



Hayakawa, S.I. (1985). The English language amendment: one nation...indivisible ? 
Washington, D.C.: The Washington Institute for Values in Public Policy, Inc. 



Heath, S.B. (1977). Language and politics in the United States. In Saville-Troike, M. (Ed.). 
Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and Linguistics. 1977 . (pp. 267-298). 
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press. 



Heath, S. B. & Mandabach, F. (1983). Language status decisions and the law in the United 
States. In J. Cobarrubias & J.A. Fishman (Eds.), Progress in language pl anning: international 
perspectives (pp. 87-105) , Berlin: Mouton Publishers. 



Hero, R.E. (1992). L atinos and the U.S. political system: two-tiered Pluralism . Phildelphia: 
Temple University Press. 
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Imhoff, G. (Ed.). (1990). Learning in two languages: from conflict to consensus in the 
reorganization of schools . New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers. 



Imhoff, G. & Lamm, R.D. (1985). Immigration time bomb: the fragmenting of America . New York: 
Truman Talley. 



Kachru, B.B. (1981). Other tongue: English across cultures . Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 



Keller, G. (1983). What can language planners learn from the Hispanic experience with corpus 
planning in the United States? In J. Cobarrubias & J.A. Fishman (Eds.), Progress in language 
planning: international perspectives (pp. 253-265) . Berlin: Mouton Publishers. 



Kloss, H. (1977). The American bilingual tradition . Rowley, MA: Newbury House Publishers, Inc. 



Levine, M.V. (1990). Reconguest of Montreal: language policy & social change in a bilingual citv . 
Philadelphia : Temple University Press. 
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Cobarrubias & J.A. Fishman (Eds.) , Progress in language planning: international perspectives 
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language rights as human rights from an ecological perspective. In Language and the state: the 
law and politics of identity: proceedings of the second National Conference on Constitutional 
Affairs (pp. 289-302). Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: Les Editions Yvon Blais Inc. 



McKay, S.L. & Wong, S. C. (1988). Language diversity: problem or resource? A social & 
educational perspective on language minorities in the United States . New York: Harper & Row. 



10 



I. Books 



Murdock, D. (n.d.). Speaking in tongues: why America needs an English Lang uage Amendment 
Washington D.C.: Young Americans for Freedom. 

Contends that the English language is an endangered species in this country & the only 
way to preserve it is with the passage of legislation. 

Oiler, J.W., Jr., (1978). Language factor in the evaluation of bilingual education. In Alatis, J. E. 
(Ed.) , Georgetown University Round Table on Languages and Linguistics , 1978. (pp. 410-422). 
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press. 



Piatt, B. (1990). Only English?: law and language policy in the United States . Albuquerque: 
University of New Mexico Press. 



Porter, R.P. (1990) . Forked tongue: the politics of education . New York: Basic Books, Inc. 



San Miguel, G. (1986). One country, one language: a historical sketch of English language 
movements in the United States . Claremont, CA: Tomas Rivera Center. 



Simpson, D. (1986). Politics of American English. 1776-1850 . London: Oxford University Press. 



Veltman, C. (1988). T he Future of th e Spanish language in the United States . New York: Hispanic 
Policy Development Project. 



Wardhaugh, R. (1983). Language and nationhood: the Canadian experience . Vancouver: New 
Star Books Ltd. 
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Expanded version of a paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Teachers of English to 
Speakers of Other Languages, Chicago, IL. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED297 
578) 



Cartagena, J. (1983, October 8). United States lan guage policy: where dowe go from here? 
New York: Puerto Rican Legal Defense & Education Fund, Inc. (ERIC Docuemnt Reproduction 
Service No. ED 240 181) 



Cline, H. H. (1989), Is there a hidden agenda? The English Language Amendment. New York: 
City College of the City University of New York. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 
312 904) 



Collins, M.E. & Rosso, L.J. (1989, April 6-8). Dialect and c luture: voice and articulation as 
components of a perceived national language . Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Southern States Communication Association, Louisville, KY. (ERIC Document Reproduction 
Service No. ED320170). 



Curiel, H. (1987, March ). Legalizing the Status of English: A New Form of Oppression for - 
Language Minority Groups . Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southwestern Social 
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Curiel, H. (1988, November 10). Bilingual education & the A merican dream: a bridge or a barrier? 
Paper presented at the Annual Conference of the National Association of Social Workers, 
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Daniels, H.A., (Ed.). No t only English: affirming America's multilingual heritage. Urban, IL: 
National Council of Teachers of English. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED318012). 
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II. ERIC Documents 



English Only Movement: an Agenda for Discrimination. (1986). Washington, D.C.: League of 
United Latin American Citizens. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. 285 703) 



Ford, M.L (1984, December). One language for the United States? (U n idioma para los Estados 
Unidos?^ CSG Backgrounder. Lexington, KY: Council of State Governments. (ERIC Document 
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Hispanic agenda opinion poll . (1989, March). Denver: Latin American Research & Service 
Agency. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 316 628). 



Marshall, D. F. (1988, March) . Foreign Reactions to American Concerns About the English Only 
Movement . Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Teachers of English to Speakers of 
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Marshall, D.F. (1989, November 17-22). Up-date and implications fo r English teachers of English 
only legislation . Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Council of Teachers of 
English, Baltimore, MD. (ERIC Document Reproducation Service No. ED322497). 



Ovando, C.J. (1988, April 27-May1). En glish only movement: confrontation with language 
diversity . Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Association for Bilingual 
Education, Houston, TX. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED 295464). 



Paral, R. (1989). English only: the threat of language restrictions. (NALCEO Background Paper 
No. 10). Washington, D.C.: National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials 
Education Fund. (ERIC Document Reproducation Service No. ED 314 545) 



Piazza, S. & Suhor, C. (Comps.). Trends and issues in ENglish instruction, 1989-seven 
summaries. Summaries of informal annual discussions of the Commissions of the National 
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II. ERIC Documents 
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III. Government Documents 



Australian Advisory Council on Languages & Multicultural Education. (1990, May). National 
Policy on Languages. December 1987-March 1990 ( Report to the minister for Employment, 
Education and Housing). Australia: Author. 

Provides an overview of Australia's National Language Policy and the implementation of 
it's first stage. 



California Legislature. Senate. Committee on Elections & Assembly Task Force on Propositions. 
(1986). Joint interim hearing on Proposition 63 . English as the official state language of 
California . Sacramento: California Legislature. 
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U.S. Congress. House of Representatives. Committee on Education and Labor. 100th Congress, 
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U.S. Congress. House of Representatives. Subcommittee on Civil & Constitutional Rights of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 100th Congress, 2nd Session. H.J. Res. 13, H.J. Res. 33, H.J. Res. 60 
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